The Spider’s Thread

One morning in Paradise, Buddha was walking around the Lotus Pond. He stopped and looked
down through the lotus leaves. Hell was right below the Lotus Pond. There, he saw a man
named Kandata among the other sinners. He was a bad man. He had killed many people in his
life. But he did one good thing.

One day, Kandata saw a spider. He was going to Kkill it. But he thought, "No, although it's a
small spider, it has life, too. I can't kill it."

Buddha remembered this and thought, "I'll give Kandata a chance to escape from Hell." He
saw a spider spinning a thread on the lotus leaves. He took the thread in his hand, and
through an opening in the lotus leaves let it down into Hell.

Kandata looked up and saw something white. It was the spider's thread coming down. He was
delighted and said, "If I climb up the thread, I can escape from Hell and get to Paradise. He
held the thread tightly and began to climb. Because he was a skillful robber, he was very good
at this.

Kandata tried hard to reach Paradise, but it was very far. He took a rest and looked down and
saw a bloody lake. He laughed and said, "I've done it! I've escaped from Hell."

Then he noticed that many sinners were climbing up too. "I must do something quickly. The
thread will break," thought Kandata.

He cried out, "Hey, you sinners! This spider's thread is mine. Get down!"
Then, the spider's thread suddenly broke, and Kandata fell down headlong to Hell.
Buddha saw all this and walked away with a sad look on his face.
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